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Course description:  
 

The British pediatrician and psychoanalyst Donald Winnicott (1896-1971) is appreciated 

for his monumental contributions to psychoanalytic and psychodynamic theory and 

practice. This yearlong course is an opportunity to consider these contributions with 

greater focus. We will closely read from important selected papers of Winnicott’s, as well 

as engage other thinkers who have generated compelling theoretical expansions of 

Winnicott's ideas. Winnicott’s writing, evocative and emotionally powerful, can feel both 

timely and timeless. His work, rooted in the canon and early settings of psychoanalysis, 

also reflects some of its classical exclusions and occlusions.  Students are expected to 

bring their evolving contemporary, anti-oppressive, intersectional, and socially informed 

analytic framework for our discussions in addressing Winnicott’s work. Common clinical 

issues will be explored through the lens of Winnicott's thinking; students will help lead 

individual meetings via presentations. 

 


